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Vor. XII. 


Tue Crry or Lonpon VoLunTEERS. 


Last week we quoted a paragraph from The Times 
to the effect that ‘‘ Vet.-Surgeon A. A. Jones, late 
2nd Life Guards has been selected for employment 
with the corps.” We are now informed that Mr. A. 
A. Jones was on the Advising Committee of the C.I.V. 
The gentleman who was appointed and who sailed 
with other officers last Saturday is Mr. W. S. Mulvey, 
a son of the well-known member of Council. 


‘Pink Eye.” 


From various parts of the country we hear of out- 
breaks of this disease. In London it is prevalent, 
but so far chiefly in studs of working horses of the 
heavier type—vanners and lorry horses. Like measles 
in children it is only dangerous when some complica- 
tion exists. Previously diseased organs seem to suffer. 
and any weak spot—even the foot—is liable to be the 
seat of local congestion. 

The mortality resulting from the disease depends 
almost entirely upon its being detected in the earliest 
stage. Death from pulmonary or cardiac complication 
seldom takes place unless a horse has been continued at 
worka fter the onset of disease. Preventive measures 
then include a good stableman—one who recognises 
any departure from health and at once calls the atten- 
tion of a veterinary surgeon. When every horse that 
presents a closed eye, swollen leg or a half emptied 
manger is kept from work until examined by an 
expert, the mortality from ‘pink eye”’ is small, even 
though the loss of efficency in a stud may temporarily 
be serious. 

Tue Speci Mretine or Counci. 


Following the Quarterly meeting held at Red Lion 
quare on the 5th inst. was a ‘‘ Special” meeting 
called to consider certain proposals of which notice 
had been given. 
The Standing Orders. 


The first motion was to suspend the passing of a set of 
oy orders which the Council and a Committee 
— been labouring at for months. As outsiders 

a ave no knowledge of these proposed new rules, 
e apparently our ignorance is not singular as one 

our Councillors is reported as saying—‘‘ Nobody 
vg anything about them and nobody wants to 

r W. The course of the discussion made very 

Pparent the truth of Mr. Edgar’s statement. 
Seems to be this--From the com- 
ame of our Council meetings the conduct of 

we A as been ruled by the Bye-laws of the Col- 

ove of order and methods of procedure 
the — by the chairman with the assent of 
ahiehan ts. So long as nothing of an exciting 

up this arrangement was good enough, 
business was reached and when 
man’s wembers opposed each other the chair- 


S were not accepted. By way of pre- 


venting dead-locks and for the purpose of facilitating 
business it was proposed to frame a set of standing 
orders—hard and fast rules, to guide or control the 
action of the chairman. ‘Theoretically this seems a 
right course, and if the Council were divided into 
opposing parties it would be necessary. In practice 
we know that the most ingenious set of standing 
orders cannot silence obstructive minorities. The 
House of Commons has its standing orders but Mr. 
Parnell found no difficulty in setting them at defiance. 
The danger of hard and fast rules is that they give 
great power to those who best understand them and 
thus enable a few clever men to control a meeting 
under the guise of mere insistence upon ordinary 
routine. 

Our Council is a small body, its interests are not. 
diverse and its business seldom contentious. It 
seems to us far simpler and safer for them to rely 
upon the broad published rules of the College and 
the good sense of their President, than to confine 
their actions by rigid orders. 

An amendment to this motion was carried by the 
casting vote of the President with the result that the 
proposed standing orders are rejected. 


The Matriculation Examination. 


The other motion discussed was one by Professor 
Dewar—‘“ That bye-law 52 be amended by the deletion 
of the words “ on June 30th 1896,” ”’ 

The existing bye-law provides that students before 
being admitted to examination by the R.C.V.S. shall 
produce a certificate which would have entitled the 
holder to be registered as a medical student prior to 
June 30th 1896. The date was adopted so that if 
the medical authorities increased the severity of their 
matriculation examination the veterinary student 
would not be affected by the change until the Council 


had re-considered the matter and altered their bye-law. 


Professor Dewar considers that the medical author- 
ities have in Scotland already raised the standard 
beyond what was accepted on June 30th 1896. 
Professor McCall demonstrated that in some cases 
the standard enforced by the Veterinary Council was 
higher than that required by the General Medical 
Council. The solicitor explained that whereas the 
veterinary authorities bind themselves by a rigid 
paper rule, supposed to be a copy of the medical 
rules, the medical authorities do not adhere to the 
paper but use their judgment in accepting or rejecting 
a certificate. 

All the trouble and misunderstanding which has 
arisen over the question of education during the 
last four years is due to our adopting a second-hand 
imitation of medical methods. The proper course is 
to have our own standard and our own rules un- 
controlled by the contradictory practices of the 
General Medical Council. Professor Dewar’s motion 
was lost, and the discussion showed that no two 
members of Council think alike on the subject. 
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WILLIAM DUGUID. 


We little thought last week, when noticing the 
resignation by Professor Duguid of his office of 
Examiner to the Royal College of Veterinary Sur- 
geons, that his illness was so soon to have a fatal 
termination. For some time past he has suffered 
from gastro-hepatic trouble. On Tuesday last acute 
symptoms set in and death from hemorrhage 
occurred. 

Mr. Duguid was a native of Aberdeenshire and 
was brought up on his father’s farm until he came 
under the notice of the late Professor John Gamgee. 
That intuitive judge of talent persuaded Duguid to 
join the veterinary profession, and he was entered as 
a student at the New Veterinary College, Edinburgh. 

On obtaining his diploma in 1863 Mr. Duguid be- 
came Demonstrator of Anatomy in the College, and 
those students who had the privilege of being trained 
by him will remember the brilliant way in which he 
used scalpel and forceps, as well as the genial ever- 
ready manner in which he imparted his instruction. 

When Gamgee came to London in 1865 and 
opened the Albert Veterinary College, Duguid con- 
tinued to form one of the staff of teachers, and soon 
afterwards succeeded Prof. Brett as Lecturer on 
Physiology. Before taking this position and for 
some time afterwards, so that he might thoroughly 
master his subject, Professor Duguid studied physio- 
logy under Sharpey at University College and with 
Dr. Beale at King’s College. During his stay at the 
Albert College he was always a ae and in addi- 
tion to the classes just mentioned he studied Botany 
and Chemistry under Bentley and Frankland. 

The year 1865 was an important one for agriculture 
and veterinary science. It was the year in which 
rinderpest invaded England, and Professor Gamgee, 
who had for years been warning us of the danger, 
took a very prominent part in advising measures for 
its suppression. Professor Duguid assisted in all the 
work done at the College, and to him was entrusted 
the practical detail of the Government enquiry into 
cattle plague carried out by Dr. John Burdon 

Sanderson at the Albert College. After the cattle- 
plague had succumbed to the measures insisted upon 
by Gamgee, Dr. Sanderson continued to carry on « 
large portion of his pathological research work at the 
College, and Mr. Duguid was his assistant. In this 
way was established the knowledge which led Dr. 
Sanderson to appoint Mr. Duguid Veterinary Sur- 
geon to the Brown Institution when he himself be- 
came its first Medical Superintendent. 

At the Brown Institution Mr. Duguid personally 
conducted the daily free clinique for animals, which 
was part of the scheme the benevolent founder 
arranged for. He also took an active part in the 
scientific research which was there carried on, and 
for a short time undertook the scientific enquiries for 
the Royal Agricultural Scciety of Engiand which 
are now so ably performed at the Royal Veterinary 
College. 

In 1870 Professor Duguid was appointed assistant 
veterinary inspector to the Veterinary Department of 
the Privy Council, finding there as colleagues Mr. 


Cope and Professor Brown. Of his work for the 
State we need say little—every one knows it. Upon 
his seniors devolved the larger share of organisation 
and consultation. To him very largely was left the 
practical diagnosis of doubtful cases in various parts 
of the country, and in later years the post-mortem 
examination of specimens sent to London under the 
Pleuro-pneumonia and Swine-fever Acts. 

For many years Mr. Duguid acted as one of the 
veterinary surgeons of the Royal Agricultural Society 
of England and also fot the Yorkshire Agricultural 
Society. He also took a prominent part in the 
official life of the veterinary profession. He was 4 
vice-president in 1876, and a Member of Council from 
1883 to 1887. He was appointed a member of the 
Board of Examiners in 1877, and retained that 
position until his resignation was accepted at the 
Council meeting on the fifth of this month. 

In all his many appointments he gave satisfaction 
by his conscientious and careful performance of duty. 
He made many friends and not one enemy. Mr. 
Duguid did not contribute much to veterinary liters- 
ture, but this short sketch may perhaps suggest the 
reason—his time was very fully occupied with other 
work. During his nearly forty years of veterinary 
life he came in contact with all our leading men, and 
took an active part in most of the events which have 
marked our professional progress. His wonderful 
memory made him a mine of veterinary information, 
and there were few events or questions about which 
he was unable or unwilling to impart useful know- 
ledge to those who asked. : 

Professor Duguid’s death leaves the veterinary 
profession appreciably poorer, and it leaves the Board 
of Agriculture in a dangerously weak position. Mr. 
Cope is now alone, and any accident or indisposition 
affecting him will find the Board without a guide of 
adviser. 


ABSTRACTS FROM FOREIGN JOURNALS 


Metanotic Inrmrration ix A Carcass oF 


By M. Cu. Moror. 


A yearling lamb, about 24 Ibs. in weight, wa 
killed at the Abattoir of Troyes in April, 1899. The 
upper portion of each lung had on it a black pat 
the size of a five-shilling piece which extended into 
the tissue. Black patches of the same nature Wel 
present in the mucous membrane of the trachea al 
large bronchii. One of these patches 10 her? 
was 4in. by 5-8in.; another 1din. by 7-510.) 
others were much smaller. The meninges of 2 
brain were almost generally infiltrated, but a 
colour was much more pronounced in the —~ 
portion. The internal aspect of the first five "°° 
the left and first three on the right side had very 
dark patches over them from 3in. to61n. 10 len 


and the width of the bone. The carcass was seized O” 

account of the abnormal discolouration.— 

Médécine Vétérinaire, 80th Dec., 1899). 
Josuua A. Nunn, Vet.-Major, 
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Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons. 


SPECIAL MEETING. 


A special meeting of Council was held on Friday, 
5th January, at the College, 10 Red Lion Square, Wiel 
Present : J. Fraser, Esq., president, in the chair, Messrs. 
Abson, Barrett, Bower, Cope, J. McCall, Dewar, Edgar, 
General Sir F. FitzWygram, Bart., Col. Lambert, Messrs. 
Lawson, Locke, Mason, Shave, Villar, Wartnaby, 
Wragg, and W. O. Williams ; Mr. Thatcher (solicitor) 
and Mr. A. W. Hill (secretary). 


STANDING ORDERS. 


Prof. W. O. Wrtt1aMs: I beg to propose that we sus- 
pend for three months these standing orders for further 
consideration. 

Mr. Lawson seconded the motion. 

Mr. Barrett: I confess that I regret this resolution 
being brought before the meeting, for the reason that 
we have on several occasions considered the question of 
these standing orders and have devoted considerable 
time to them, and discussed them very fairly. We made 
what amendments we deemed were necessary, and I 
think it would be a great mistake, and stultify all we 
have done, to suspend these orders now. Is not this an 
attempt to evade the passing of the matter at all? I do 
not say I altogether approve of the standing orders, but 
I think we should be consistent, and not shelve the matter 
in this way. 

The PrestpENtT : Do you propose an amendment ? 

Mr. Barrett: Yes, 1 move that we proceed to this 
business and pass the standing orders in due course. 

Mr. Mason seconded the amendment. 

Mr. Wrace: Then I shall propose another. amend- 
ment. Ido not know whether I shall be in order in 

moving again, sir, that these standing orders be 
deleted ? 

The Prestpent: You are quite in order. 

_Mr. Wraae : For 55 years the Council has been car- 
ried on by the aid of the existing bye-laws and by the 
gentlemanly feeling that has always been displayed to- 
wards the President, and the gentlemanly feeling that 

as been displayed by one member of Council to another. 
th necessary to carry these bye-laws I shall consider 

7 4 1s Council has descended to the level of a rowdy 

that?” which T refuse to believe is the case. But if 
issu, then it is necessary to have these standing 
ena” regulations to carry on the business of this 

Heys 7 Assuming for the moment that they are car- 

pry ow are they to be carried out? Are you, sir, to 

oa aa standing orders up, and have them at your fin- 
s, who is todo that? If not, I consider we 
until a “d y half go back to our old bye-laws which, 

aieng : ne time ago, have been sufficient. I think if I 

st for es a proceed to the next business it will be the 
colors be or I will move that these standing 

r WARTNABY : I will second Mr. Wragg’ d- 
me Mr. Wragg’s amen 
cons Although Isat on the committee which had to 
them, and a orders Iam bound to say I never liked 
suaded ther ¢ more I think of them the more I am per- 
ps ia, of being a help to us in conducting 
Mr. hy v will prove a bane and a trouble. 

“ ian on the committee which studied 

lon of standing orders, and so far as my 


Mory serves me the ordi 
inary bye- vere 
but simply ye-laws were not added 


err 
very largely. : Excuse me ; we have added to them 


: 


We have shortened them very materially 


| > other directions, even if we have added anything to 
them. 

Prof. W. O. Witt1ams: We have shortened them in 
volume. 

Prof. Dewar: I was not able to be present at the 
last meeting here, but after getting the agenda I put 
myself to some trouble to go over a copy of the bye-laws 
as they were originally drawn up, and our Register, and 
I could not make head or tail of them. Before this 
Council is asked to vote upon the standing orders there 
ought to be a copy of them as amended supplied to each 
member of Council that they may really know what they 
are doing. 

Mr. Apson: If you move that, I will second it. 

The PrestpENtT: You and Prof. Williams might prac- 
tically amalgamate your resolutions. 

Prof. Dewar: The standing orders might be referred 
back to the committee, so that the amended orders may 
be supplied to each member of Council before the meet- 
ing for their final adjudication. [ have this copy supplied 
to me and I have this agenda, and I spent an hour or 
two trying to look up what was to bedone and what was 
not to be done, and I do not know. 

Mr. Asson : I believe you, sir ! 

Prof. J. McCati: I have very much pleasure in 
seconding Prof. Dewar’s amendment, because I think it 
is a great mistake for us to go into a thing if we do not 
know whatit means. Aftergivingthree or four hours’ con- 
sideration to the standing orders we might find out what 
they mean, and by the next meeting I may be very 
pleased to support the motion at present before us. 

The PrestpENT : Every time you modify these stand- 
ing orders you will want them re-printed, and that means 
a considerable bill in printing, as you are sufficiently 
practical men to know. 

Prof. EpGar: The best possible evidence, it seems to 
me, that these standing orders are necessary is the propo- 
sition that has emanated from Mr. Wragg. The utmost 
confusion which has existed, in spite of the marvellous 
precision with which he gives us credit for conducting 
our business from time to time, has necessitated our 
staying here very late on different afternoons when the 
business might have been got through had there been 
any stipulated order followed in conducting the business 
of the Council. It isa positive insult to the men who 
have spent all the time they have on these standing 
orders, that now they are brought forward in an elabora- 
ted and in a measure perfected condition they should be 
shelved absolutely. It is bad enough to hang them up 
again in the cupboard for no one to think about them 
until the next Council meeting, and then bring them 
forward again when certain gentlemen will stand up and 
say they know nothing about them. If we go on ad 
infinitum we shall find ourselves in the same position we 
are to-day-——-nobody knows anything about them and no- 
body wants to know. Until they come into practical 
working order, members of Council will not make it 
their business to carry them out; but when they do 
they will tind what life there is in them. I propose that 
the agenda be adhered to, and that we either reject the 
orders finally or accept them. It is utterly impossible 
for us to deal with them more fully than they have been 
dealt with. 

The PrestpEnt: You support Mr. Barrett ? 

Prof. Epaar : Certainly. 

Prof. Dewar: May I raise a point of order. The 
Council can all see that Prof. Edgar is making some re- 
flections on a statement I made here in regard to this 
agenda. I absolutely deny that these bye-laws here, 
and the standing orders as they are marked, bye-law i1, 
18, 19, and so on, refer to one another ; there is no con- 
nection whatever. 

Mr. Barrett: No one says they do. : 

Prof. DEwar’s amendment “ That the standing orders 


be suspended for three months and a copy supplied to 
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each m2mber of Council was then put and lost, 6 voting 
for and 7 against. 

Mr. Wraaa’s motion “ That the standing orders be re- 
jected im toto” was then put, and 4 voted for and 4 
against. The President gave his casting vote for the 
motion, so that the standing orders were rejected by five 
votes to four. 

Prof. W1LLiAMs objected that his motion had not been 
put. He desired to have the standing orders suspended, 
nd so did the majority of the Council. 

The PrestpENT ruled that the matter had been deci- 
ded, and that it wag not necessary to put Prof. Williams’ 
motion. 

Prof. Wriur1aMs : I should certainly have voted, but I 
did not do so, because 1 was waiting to vote for my own 
motion. 

Mr. Lawson : So was I. 

Prof. Epcar : Would it help us if we had the standing 
orders brought in to clear up this difficulty ? 

Mr. Barrett : You must put the motions that are on 
the agenda, sir. 

The PrestpENT : It involves them as the other has 
been rejected, I will call on Professor Dewar for his 
motion. 

Prof. Dewar, in moving “ That bye-law 52 be amended 
by the deletion of the words ‘on June 30th, 1896,’” said : 
I hope that the Council will take an intelligent appre- 
ciation of the inequitable result arising from the present 
reading of this bye-law. If they do, I have every confi- 
dence that my motion will be carried. On previous 

occasions [ attempted to obtain the consent of the Coun- 
cil to an alteration in the bye-law in the direction of the 
meaning which it was undoubtedly intended to bear at 
the time it was passed, viz., that a preliminary general 
knowledge examination should be required from _ veteri- 
nary students similar to that required by the General 
Medical Council from medical students et that time. At 
the time it was passed there was little ground to find 
fault, as the various examinations, the junior examina- 
tions at least, were on a footing of equality in the 
several divisions of the kingdom. But times change, 
and examinations change with them, and it is certainly 
a very different examination that our students are called 
upon to pass to-day from that required of them im- 
mediately after the passing of the bye-law. In my 
endeavours after uniformity I have been assailed as one 
who is attempting to lower the standard of the examina- 
tion. I have been told that my proposals were retro- 
grade and calculated to injure the prospects and status 
of the profession. I need not stop to point out the in- 
justice of this, I was only attempting to do what was 
meant to be done by the Council when that bye-law was 
passed, viz., to obtain for our students an examination 
equivalent to what the medical student had to pass at 
the date of the passing of the bye-law, June 30th, 1896. 
Every argument that was then used in support of the 
bye-law can be used in support of my proposed amend- 
ment. Those who are zealous in their endeavour to 
maintain the status of the profession have now an oppor- 
tunity of manifesting their zeal. We all remember how 
heated the discussion became over the matter of what 
might be termed the higher education, how motives 
were imputed and epithets bandied about pretty freely, 
how some professional journals went the length of pub- 
lishing and circulating gratis special editions, for the 
purpose, some say, of educating and enlightening those 
members of the profession who had perhaps not the time 
or inclination to examine into the subject for themselves, 
while others say it was for the purpose of mystifying 
and bamboozling them. Some went so far as to say that 
what ill-natured people called a caucus was hurriedly 
got up to = the elections, etc. I claim the 
support of all these parties at this time. There is now 


an opportunity of doing something, not only to maintain, 
but to improve the status of the profession. In Scotland 


‘crease of students will be still greater. vised wo find this 
y 


at this moment our students are compelled to enter 
College under false pretences, compelled by this Council 
owing to the reading of this bye-law. The stringency of 
the examination has been increased since 1896, and our 
students are required to pass a more severe examination, 
My friends of the London College say that it is the 
same in England. If this is the case then of course | 
can count upon their support for my motion. And if it 
is the case—it is undoubtedly the case in Scotland—why 
not let the students and the profession get the credit for 
it? [tis manifestly unfair to veterinary students. Omit 
these words, as I propose, and then it will not be open to 
any medical student, or anyone who wishes to disparage 
our profession, to say that our entrance examination is 
only what was required of medical students in 1896. To 
those who might be alarmed by the prospect of a great 
rise in the preliminary examination required from medi- 
cal students I would point out that at the last meeting of 
the General Medical Council, when Sir John Batty Tuke, 
the convener of the Education Committee, brought upa 
report from the Committee—a report written after they 
had consulted educational experts in the different 
divisions of the United Kingdom ; and had come to the 
conclusion that it would be most inexpedient and in- 
advisable to attempt to raise to any great extent the 
minimum educational requirements—he, Sir John, in 
moving the adoption of the report, said it was the latest 
Bi-education Committee on the subject of preliminary 
examination, and he sincerely hoped it would be the last 
for years to come. As time goes on, some of these ex- 
aminations will become obsolete, and some so altered 
that our schedule will not apply to them—that has taken 
place already—while those new examinations which are 
proposed to be added by the General Medical Council, 
and which will be open to intended medical students, 
although they may become the more popular examine 
tions, cannot be accepted as satisfying our requirements. 
The time may certainly come when the bye-law will 
a mg to be again altered, when we may be able to 
follow the lead of the General Medical Council, but 1 
the meantime let our students obtain the credit that they 
have honestly earned, and let our examination be i 
name, as it is at this moment in fact, the same as that 
required from medical students. Lastly, there is a feeling 
of soreness in some quarters for this preliminary exallr 
nation, a feeling, to put it mildly, that there is a pos 
bility that inequality in the examination may exist, 
it certainly behoves this Council to do all it possibly can 
to remove that feeling of irritation. I move “ That bye 
law 52 be amended by the deletion of the words ° 
June 30th, 1896.’” 
Prof. Epgar: I have peculiar pleasure 1n seconding 
the proposition, and I will reserve any remarks I have 
make until the close of the discussion. ; 
Mr. Vittar: I rise to oppose Prof. Dewars 6 
There is a very great deal behind those words “on « 4 
30th, 1896.” I was present at the time they easter 
serted in the bye-law, and I distinctly remember = 
we were very anxious indeed that it should be vedi 
stood that the standard of examination for the ™ - 
profession on June 30th, 1896, was sufficient for us, i 
that by that standard we should stand. [f the - the 
by Professor Dewar is passed, then the stringency ° wall 


that supposing there is any alteration string 
[ maintain that the matriculation examination ae the 
at present insist upon is quite sufficien’. “We have 
requirements of the members of the R.C.V. falling off in 
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months ago he complained that the examination in Scot- 
lannd was too stiff. If his motion is carried the exami- 
nation will be considerably further increased in severity. 
(“No, no.”) Therefore I am ata loss to understand the 
complete change of front which Prof. Dewar had adopted. 
I am not going to oppose this motion if, in the manifest 
opinion of members of Council, we are prepared to adopt 
the standard which is now advocated by those who 
desire to enter the medical profession. But I do desire 
to point out that in approving this motion you are taking 
upon yourselves a very serious responsibility. You have 
heard the report of the Finance Committee and you 
have already been told that our students are diminish- 
ing in numbers. You have been informed that during 
the past year we have sustained a loss of £250. If this 
bye-law is passed during next year we shall lose perhaps 
£500. It may be said that we have no right to consider 
our financial position when the question of the educa- 
tion of our students is concerned. If my friend Prof. 
Edgar said so I do not know that I should not agree 
with him But you have to consider seriously this posi- 
tion. If the bye-law is passed you will have to amend 
your examination, and cut down your expenses about 50 
percent. I think it would be a very desirable thing in- 
deed if we were prepared so arrange a schedule of our 
own, not following the medical profession. Surely the 
time has come when some of us have sufficient brains 
todo that. This question was discussed very earnestly 
some years ago, and there were some of us who thought 
that we ought not tu be drawn at the wheels of the 
medical body—some of us thought that the time had 
come when we, as a profession, were capable of drafting 
our own rules, rules which should be equal in severity 
to those adopted by the medical profession, but which 
should emanate from ns, and have the impress of our 
mental power upon them. This is a motion which I 
have not had an opportunity of considering and there- 
fore Iam in some doubt what I ought to do to-day. I 
ask each of you to seriously pause before passing it. 
If you think we are capable of enforcing an educational 
examination which is equal in severity to that adopted 
by the medical profession by all means do so, but you 
must have some regard to our financial position and _ to 
the position which the veterinary surgeons occupy. You 
must remember that since the four-years-course has 
nadopted and the examination increased in stringency 
our numbers have very seriously diminished. If this 
motion is passed they will go on diminishing, and to my 
— Prof. Dewar is advocating a motion which is 
kely to lead his and other colleges to bankruptcy. 
vj at is his motive? Has he some ulterior motive in 
lew! Then I ask you to beware of Prof. Edgar’s elo- 
be He is going to speak to you of financial matters 
= etriieg else that appertains to the profession 
with a at a veterinary student shall be on an _— 
aa a medical student. We all desire this. f this 
I think the Scotch colleges will very 
ruptey. y suffer, even if they are not landed in bank- 
ome . WILLIAMs : Before this matter is decided 
d ike an investigation to be made thorough- 
very fitat “tases .You will notice at page 75, in the 
oUsi ody mentioned in the list of examining bodies, 
(certificate n>, of Oxford, “ Junior Local Examination 
time)” all the required subjects at one 
will be possibl © me is the crux of the whole thing. It 
resenting hi? a. is deleted, for a man instead of 
his preliminary examination 
first, year as Son his collegiate duties, to attend his 
present he Professional student, and he will then 
will include ve a his preliminary examination, which 
aps the ret eo the subject of chemistry, and_per- 
examination. ph biology, as parts of his preliminary 
the subjects th e will really be able to evade some 0 
at this Council consider necessary for a 


man to have a knowledge of, before he can present. 
himself for his first professional examination. I rather 
think, although I have not studied the thing suffi- 
ciently carefully, that he will be able to elude at least an 
examination on one of the things. 

Prot. Epcar : [think that Mr. Barrett knows pretty 
well the force of the old saying that when you touch a 
man’s pocket you touch his heart, and he is striving to 
throw, with his usual legal acumen, dust in the eyes of 
the Council again as he did on the previous occasion 
when we were discussing this very question. These 
objections which have been made as to the dele- 
tion of this small clause are absolutely theoretical ; 
they do not hold in practice. The severity of the exami- 
nation will not be increased one iota. But before [ 
speak of that I should like to say that Prof. Dewar has 
anticipated an intention of my own. When this bye- 
law was framed and was suspended and duly brought 
forward at the Council meeting I was unfortunately not 
present, and in my absence Vet.-Captain Butler, with 
the desire to make peace and prevent the whole thing 
being shelved, inserted the words which Prof. Dewar now 
wishes us to strike ont. For the time being they did 
not alter the intention [ had in my mind in bringing the 
bye-law forward, and I was perfectly content they should 
stay there until the time arrived when they did. That 
time Aas arrived. We have been for a long time contend- 
ing that we are equal in educational standards to the 
medical profession. There is no intention at all on my 
part to follow the chariot wheels of the medical profes- 
sion. By virtue of our profession as veterinary sur- 
geons we are so intimately linked up with the medical 
profession that we say that ours is only a part of the 
medical Jife. Comparative pathology is the other side of 
it. Therefore the medical profession is more intimately 
connected with us than any other profession, and that 
which answers for zts preliminary standard must of 
necessity answer admirably for ours. You are asked to 
believe that because we shall be asking of our students 
the same standard that the medical profession does at 
this day, we shall greatly add to the severity of our pre- 
liminary examination, and that it will lead to a great 
reduction of students. That is absolute and consummate 
nonsense. [ask youto look for one moment at the new 
schedule, which | have in my hands, which enables men 
to enter as medical students. A little boy of my own, 
only just over 16, has matriculated as a medical student. 
There is no hardship at all if a lad of that age can do it. 
He is nothing more than an average boy, but he has just 
done that with perfect ease. All the Medical Council 
has done is to delete our weakest link in the chain. 
Whatever standard of education you may adupt the vast 
percentage of men always come in in the weakest exami- 
nation. Therefore, the Second Class College of Precep- 
tors being the weakest link in the chain the medical 
profession say tkat the majority of their students who do 
not want to go through the educational course come in 
on that. Our men did the same. By following Prof. 
Dewar’s wish we strike out the Second Class College of 
Preceptors. The old regulation, the First Class College 
of Preceptors, is still here. And can you want anything 
of a more elementary character for a lad of 164 or 17 
than the Junior Local Examination, Oxford, Junior 
Local Examination, Cambridge, Junior Local Examina 
tion, Edinburgh, or Junior Local Examination, Aber- 
deen? Ireland is equally well provided for. There is a 

ublic entrance examination for the University of Dub- 
in. No one can complain that the severity of that 
examination is too great for ie oye students even. 
Then there is the Royal University of Ireland Marricu- 
lation examination. The students in Ireland, Scotland, 
and England are provided for with the same elementary 
examination that they have got to-day. There are 


f | hundreds and thousands of board school boys who can 


pass this examination we are asking of our men. 
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Mr. Vittar: Including the first three books of 
euclid 
{Prof. Epear: Yes. 

Mr. Barrett: That is nonsense. You should confine 
yourself to facts. 

Prof. Epcar : I simply say that the advanced classes 
in all Board Schools throughout the country put the 
men in possession of such information as this, and we are 
bringing down our students, to the level of artisans 
if you refuse to do what Professor Dewar asks to do. 

The Prestpent: Where do the Board School boys 
learn French ? 

Prof. Epgar : At the higher grade schools after they 
leave the Board Schools. There are many of them in 
connection with the Board Schools about London. | am 
simply making these remarks to show that what you 
have om asked to believe, viz., that the examination 
will be greatly increased in severity, is not right. The 
men can come in as easily and comfortably as before. 
All we want isa clear and definite understanding as to 
what they have to pass. As tothe falling-off of students 
we had that thrown into our eyes when the four-years’ 
scheme was supported. We were told it would ruin all 
the veterinary schools in Great Britain. 

Mr. Barrett : So it has. 

Prof. EpoGar: If you set your mind on money you 
will make a mistake. The best possible evidence of the 
value of the four years’ scheme is found in the fact that 
now, in spite of the early opposition it met with, we have 
the undoubted support of all the professors in the Scotch 
schools, who know as well what students want as anyone. 
Many of you read the splendid defence which the editor 
of The Veterinary Journal made against the gross in- 
sults of the Scotch paper which defamed this Council by 
saying, because we wanted to keep up the jstandard of 
education, that we were doing it to put faoney intv our 
pockets, to reduce the number of men entering the pro- 
fession. If we succeeded in making the veterinary pro- 
fession an educated profession, we should get gentlemen 
into it instead of blackguards, as there have been too 
many in the past. (‘ No, no.” 

The Prestpent : I must really ask you, Prof. Edgar, 
to withdraw that expression. 

Prof. EpGar: Perhaps in the heat of debate it is too 
strong, but at the same time the only possible way of 
improving any profession is by education. We have 
been making that continuous effort for the last 7 or 8 
yexrs, and now just as we are on the eve of reaping the 
benetit of all our efforts you throw dust in our eyes and 
close the door in our faces. On every hand, now and for 
the next four or five years, the medical profession will 
be competing against the veterinary profession fur posts 
we desire to retain ourselves. We shall close all argu- 
ments by showing that our students are equal to theirs 
in point of education, and gentlemen in every way. I 
do not at all believe, from the tone of the arguments 
brought forward at the last General Medical Council 
meetings that they will make any further advance in 
this matter for the next 10 years, or perhaps 20. If they 
do we shall be in precisely the same condition of security 
are in now. We can putin a bye-law at any time we 

ike. 

Prof. McCa.t : | should like to get a clear definition 
of what is meant by the statement in bye-law 52 “ That 
the certificate entitles the holder to be registered as a 
medical studeat on June 30th, 1896.” At the present 
moment I do not think there is any examination that has 
anything to do with June 30th, 1896, which any student 
entering the veterinary colleges has to pass atall. As 
far as I understand, the examination has been raised 
since that time and our students now go up for an exam- 


ination exactly the same as the medical students. If. 


the Council are not prepared to rise to the occasion now 
and ask our men to pass the same examination as medi- 


cal men, let them enforce the bye-law and have an exam- 
ination which will conform to that bye-law, and not 
have men who are kicked about from one side to another, 
and have an examination that will be accepted this year 
and not be accepted next year, and soon. I may men- 
tion a little incident that occurred to one of our youn 
students in the last twelve months. This student h 

passed the preliminary examination of a medical student 
and was entitled by the certificate he held to be accepted 
as a medical student at the Glasgow University. I went 
to the registrar there, and I got his certificates and sent 
them to Mr. Thatcher and asked if this man with these 
certificates would be accepted as a veterinary student. 
He said “No, that certificate does not conform to our 
bye-laws, that is to say, it does not contain the fact that 
the man had passed all his examinations at the same 
time.” There had been two attendances. I then said: 
“Ts that man eligible for a medical student? Would 
you take him into the benches of the university with 
that certificate and allow him to finish his course?” and 
they said “Yes.” The next thing I did was to write to 
the Registrar at Edinburgh enclosing this man’s certif- 
cates, and asked if they would entitle him to be regis- 
tered as a medical student. As he had not paid the 
registration fee he said “ Yes, on payment of the fee that 
he would have to pay as a registered medical student.” 
I told the student that his certificates had not been 
accepted at the present moment, but if he registered 
as a medical student and sent his form to Mr. Hill Idid 
not think it would be in the least likely that Mr. Hill 
would be able to reject him as a veterinary student, he 
being a registered medical student. I told the student 
that if he did that he would have to take his Glasgow 
certificate which would come to three guineas, and to 
pay a guinea for the registration fee, and that the 

.C.V.S. would be bound to accept him as a student 
without examination. I wrote to Mr. Thatcher, ex 
plained the position that the lad was in, and asking him 
if it would be necessary to pay the three guineas and be 
registered before going up for his examination. The 
reply was that even if he did that, and knowing the clr 
cumstances and the way the man had passed the exall- 
ination, he did not think that he would be entitled to 
accept him as a veterinary student. The consequence 
was that the lad did nut want to press it forward, and he 
gave up a year, went through his preliminary examine 
tion, and since that, has registered as a veterinary stl 
dent, and has now passed. . 

Mr. GeorGe THATCHER : I have no particular explane 
tion to make beyond this, that we have acted up to ouf 
bye-laws, and so far as I can see the Medical Coun¢l 
have not. We interpret our bye-law as it stands here! 
black and white. We have our schedules and we a 
gone by them, but the regulations and bye-laws of the 
Medical Council are something like the code Na nol 
it means something when you read it, but when yo 
have all that with which it is sengeee up and ened 
bered, it means something else. is is the ype” 
syllabus of the Medical Council, and with every © - 
cate brought here'at any time we are obliged to ee 
there and say “Would you accept this or ae 4 
They have treated the Secretary and myself as — 
they would say “ You are inferior beings, you pp 
surgeons, find it out for yourselves, and do not try a 
the beings we are.” I say have a schedule of your a 
and go by your rules, and do not be led by peoP doubt 
consider you inferior to themselves. ‘There 1s Jot that 
that the medical profession are beginning to find ° 


ly, an! 
veterinary surgeons are pressing them very close rd any 


they are very jealousof them. They will not aff > 
help. I would therefore say, 
selves free from the Medical Council altoget . ; 
Prof. Dewar bring the matter forward ond ina Way 
occasion, and no doubt the thing will be cart 
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everybody can understand. But do let us know where we 
are, and what we are about, and do not let us be any 
longer in the dark. 

Prof. Dewar: I am a little surprised there has been 
so many different interpretations of the few words I ad- 
dressed to the Council in connection with this bye law. 
I never for one moment believed that a gentleman of the 
legal acumen of Mr. Barrett would so far misunderstand 
them as he did. I wrote them out and stuck very 
closely, for the purpose of being very brief and clear, to 
my M.S. As Prof. McCall told the Council just a few 
minutes ago, our students in Scotland at this present 
moment are passing the same examinations as the medi- 
cal students. When they have an examination for the 
intending students in January, and undoubtedly have 
one in April, the medical students will be sitting by the 
side of our students, passing the same examination. 
Why in the world should not our students get credit for 
that? Anyone who wishes to disparage our examination 
can say: “ You have only to pass the examination the 
medicos passed in 1896.” Everybody knows that the 
medical examination have been increased and raised in 
standard since 1896. 

Mr. Barrett: In Scotland ! 

Prof. Dewar: And in England, excuse me. 

Mr. Barrett : Scotland especially. 

Mr. Vittar: They kept on increasing the severity, 
that is just the point. 

Prof. Dewar : Mr. Barrett accuses me of a change of 
front. I admit to some extent that I have changed my 
front. Why? Simply because I was met with such 
absolute denial that we could get justice in Scotland for 
veterinary students. I wish that the Council would fix 
the examination, and let it beas it was intended to be in 
1896, that our students should have the same examina- 
tion to pass as is mentioned in the bye-law. The Coun- 
cil would not grant it. ‘ No,” they said, “you have to 
pass the same examination as is being passed now by 
medical students.” It is not going to cause any hardship 
to our students. 

Mr. Barrett: That is why you brought forward the 
motion. 

Prof. Dewar : My friend at the Camden Town school 
says the same. Ifhe finds it is different, and guing to 
cause hardship to his students he would speak, simply 

cause it would show that there is a difference between 
the preliminary examination in Scotland and England. 
Prof. Williams brought forward a bugbear about 
the student going in for scientific subjects before getting 

is preliminary examination. A student can do that at 
ee time as well as he could if the motion was 


Prof. W. O. : No, no. 
t tof. Dewar: Tsay that what I have been advoca- 
A 1s borne out by the hardship shown by Prof. McCall. 
prs se to the schedule of the General Medical Coun- 
i ents who pass their examinations in the higher 
— can do so, and are not required to pass all at 


Mr. Barrerr : That i 
thing altogether hat is the higher standard, a different 
onmk, Dewar: But here was a higher standard, or it 
Tnive not be accepted by the Registrar of the Glasgow 
wrcrsity.. [agree entirely with what fell from Mr. 
over von with everything he has said. I have tried it 
cil will My oes here, and I have failed. The Coun- 
that ther tome. Perhaps they will listen now 
done all I ave had it from Mr. Thatcher. But I have 
and get can for the last 18 months at any rate to try 
stude —e preliminary examination for the veterinary 
throughout the kingdom. 
Prof BSON : It ought to be so. 
it equal es Ido not want anything else. I want 
round. I refer toMr. Thatcher. If it will 


do anything to prevent the proposal such as he has made 
to-night being carried out. [ would be quite willing to 
consider such a motion as Mr. Thatcher has mentioned, 
but I do not see how that should prevent the words be- 
ing deleted at the present time, and give the student and 
the profession the credit of the examination they are 
passing at the present time, and will pass in the next 
year. 

Mr. Asson : They are getting the credit for it. 

Prof. Dewar: They are not. 

The resolution with the words “ June 30th, 1896” de- 
leted, read as follows: “Students who enter the veteri- 
nary schools shall prior to their first professional exam - 
ination by the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons, 
produce a certificate entitling the holder to be registered 
as a medical student.” 

On the motion being put it was lost, 4 voting for and 
8 against. 


Motion By PrRoFEssSOR WILLIAMS. 


Prof. W. O. WiLu1AMs then moved “That at the 

uarterly meeting in October, 1899, the Council shall fix 
the dates of the Membership Examinations to be held 
during the following December, May, and July, and the 
dates of the quarterly meetings of Council to be held 
during the following January, April, and July.” He 
pointed out that Prof. McFadyean had proposed that the 
dates of examination and Council meetings should be 
fixed once a year, but owing to some little awkwardness 
it was agreed that he, Professor Williams, should bring 
forward one at this meeting. The motion was simply for 
the convenience of members of Council. 
The PRESIDENT pointed out that Prof. McFadyean’s 
resolution would come in force in July, but Professor 
Williams’ motion would practically come into force at 
once, 
Mr. ABson seconded the motion, which was agreed to. 


Dates or Councit MEETING. 


Under the resolution just carried, the Council meetings 
were fixed for the 2nd April, and the 6th July. 


DaTEs OF EXAMINATIONS. 


It was agreed that the written examination should be 
held on the 18th May, and the oral on the 22nd. 

It was agreed also that the written examination in 
July should be fixed for the 10th, and the oral for the 
12th. 

On the motion of Mr. Barrett, seconded by Prof. Wil- 
liams, a hearty vote of thanks was accorded to the Presi- 
dent, and the meeting terminated. 


COMMITTEES FOR THE YEAR 
1899-1900. 


President and Member of all Committees. 
Mr. J. FRASER. 


Registration Committee. 


Mr. Abson Prof. McCall 

» Barrett » Mel. McCall 

» Bower | Mr. Mulvey 

» Carter | Prof. Penberthy 

» Dollar » Pritchard 

Prof. Edgar Mr. Simpson 

Mr. Elphick » Trigger 

» Hartley » Wartnaby 

» Lawson | Prof. W. O. Williams 


Mr. Wrag g. 


» Mason 
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Examination Committee. 


Mr. Allen Prof. McI. McCall 

» Barrett Mr. Mulvey 

» Cope _ Prof. Penberthy 
Prof. Dewar » Pritchard 
Col. F. Duck » Shave 
Prof. Edgar Mr. Simpson 
Col. J. D. Lambert » Villar 
Mr. Locke Prof. W. O. Williams 
Prof. J. McFadyean Mr. Wragg. 

» McCall 

Parliamentary and General Purposes 
Committee. 

Mr. Allen Prof. McFadyean 

» Barrett Mr. Mulvey 

» Bower Prof. Penberthy 

» Cope » Shave 
Col. F. Duck Mr. Simpson 
Mr. Dollar » Trigger 
Prof. Edgar » Villar 

» Hartley » _Wartnaby 
Mr. Mason Prof. W. O. Williams 


Prof. McCall Mr. Wragg. 


Mel. MeCall 
Finance Committee. 


Mr. Allen Mr. Mulvey 

» Abson Prof. Penberthy 
» Barrett » Shave 

» Bower Mr. Simpson 

» Dollar Trigger 
Prof. Edgar » Villar 

Mr. Lawson » Wartnaby 
» Locke » Wragg 
» Mason 


Library and Museum Committee. 


Mr. Allen Mr. Hartley 
» Barrett Prof. McFadyean 
» Bower Mr. Mulvey 
» Carter Prof. Penberthy 
» Cope » Shave 
» Dollar Mr. Wragg 

Prof. Edgar 


Publication Committee. 


Mr. Barrett Mr. Mulvey 

» Dollar Prof. Penberthy 
Prof. Edgar Mr. Simpson 

» McCall » Villar 


Prof. W. O. Williams 
Mr. Wragg 


» Mel. McCall 
» McFadyean 


ROYAL VETERINARY COLLEGE V.M.A. 


The 283rd ordinary general meeting was held on Fri 
day, December 8th, at 6.30 p.m. Mr. W. J. Boyd in the 
chair. Mr. C. E. Rix, M.R.C.V.S., and 26 members were 
present. 

The minutes of the last meeting were read and con- 

n election of two new vice-presidents in pl f 
Messrs. Allan and Siddall resulted in Messrs. Robards 
a being chosen. 

The Assist. Sxc., by the courtesy of Mr. J. Hugh 
M.R.C.V.S, South Wales, exhibited the tip of a heifer’s 
tongue that had been torn off in a rabbit snare. 

Mr. W. J. Lewis showed an osteoma from the mam- 
mary gland of a skye terrier bitch. 


Mr. W. J. Boyp, by the courtesy of Mr. F. Howes, 


| M.R.C.V.S., Norwich, introduced a “ horse-shoe” kidney 


with two ureters, taken on post-mortem examination 
from a horse. 

Mr. 8. E. Sampson exhibited the body of a bull pup 
that had suffered from hydro-thorax. 

Mr. H. Cooper delivered an interesting essay on 
“Canker of the Horse’s Foot” dealing in a thorough 
manner with his subject. — 

The discussion was opened by Mr. 8. Jethiji, and the 
following gentlemen took part: Messrs. Tyler, Sampson, 
Chalmers, and Leaning. : 

Hearty votes of thanks to Essayist and Chairman ter- 
minated the proceedings. 

JoHN Hoppay, Assist. Sec. 


EXTRACTS AND NOTES. 


GLANDERS IN SCOTLAND. 


The fifth meeting of the Glasgow and West of Scotland 
Agricultural Discussion Society winter course of lectures 
was held on Wednesday 10th inst.-in the Religious Institu- 
tion Rooms, Buchanan Street, Glasgow. The lecturer was 
Mr. Archd. MacNeilage, editor of The Scottish Farmer, 
and his subject was “The Glanders Commission Report.” 
Treasurer Murray, C.A., of Glasgow Corporation, pre- 
sided, and in his opening remarks said he did not think 
he had any need to introduce the lecturer to them; it 
was more the lecturer’s place to introduce him. 

Mr. MAcNEILAGE, in commencing his lecture, re- 
marked that he was not disappointed at the smallness of 
the audience on his own account, but he was disap- 
pointed in the attendance on account of Treasurer Murray, 
who had kindly consented to take the chair. He then 
delivered his lecture, which was on 


THE GLANDERS INQUIRY. 


He said :-—The object of this lecture is, if possible, to 
convey to those who are interested in the subject the 
leading features of the evidence led before the — 
mental Committee appointed by the Board of Agriculture 
to inquire into and report upon the working of the 
Diseases of Animals Acts, in so far as they relate to 
glanders, and to consider whether any more effective 
measures can, with advantage, be taken to prevent the 
spread of that disease. The Committee of Inquiry col 
sisted of Lord Stanley, M.P., who was chairman, a0 
other eight gentlemen. The subject is of interest a? 
financial importance to all horse-owners in Glasgow 40 
its vicinity, because it is admitted that London, Glas: 
gow, and, to a less extent, Liverpool, are the princip® 
centres in which the disease is to be found. The ev 
dence bears on these points :— 

1. The nature of the disease. 

2. Its extent. 

3. Its remedy. 

4. Its prevention. 
It throws light upon the view taken of the mallein : 
alike as a diagnostic and curative agent, and it = ; 
a variety of waysin which horse-owners may help t ae 
selves to get rid of-the ravages of a loathsome on - 
I propose to summarise the evidence under each 0 - 
four heads already indicated, then to indicate the ey 
mendations of the Committee, and, finally, to 4s theit 
practical gentlemen here assembled to ae sions 
views alike on the evidence and the recommenda 
First, then, 

THE NATURE OF GLANDERS. ; 
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Since the passing of the Contagious Diseases or to the 


| Act in 1869 cases of glanders have been repor 
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authorities, with the result that they rose from 234 in 
1870 to 3001 in 1892, since which date they have gradu- 
ally receded, the number of reported cases in 1898 being 
1385. The disease is communicable to human beings, 
but the number of deaths from it in the Registrar- 
General’s returns is comparatively small—27 between 
1891-97. As tothe nature of the disease, it is pretty 
obvious that there is ample room for further research. 
The mode of its propagation—whether it be aerial or by 
contagion, or by inoculation or by ingestion—is a point 
in dispute, and little that is definite seems to be known 
regarding the degree of infectiveness attaching to 
early or occult cases. The period of incubation is not 
defined, and on most important points some of the 
witnesses are a good deal at variance. This applies to the 
professional witnesses. For example, Professor M’Fad- 
yean expressed the opinions that the disease was muinly 
_— by horses that exhibited no external symptoms ; 
that thousands of affected horses were daily at work in 
the streets of London ; the disease is spread by aerial 
infection, by contagion, and by inoculation—he was not 
settled as to which medium conveyed it most ; that most 
of the cases of glanders 1ecovered without exhibiting 
clinical symptoms, but he did not believe that many re- 
covered after exhibiting ulceration of the nose, although 
some did. He would regard any horse as actually 
diseased which reacted to the mallein test, accompanied 
by local swelling, even although no trace of the disease 
could be found in that horse on post-mortem examina- 
tion. He regarded the Loeffler bacillus as absolutely 
the cause of glanders. Most of these views are traversed 
by subsequent witnesses, notably by Mr. Hunting, the 
editor of The Veterinary Record. He does not believe 
in aerial infection, and regards the statement that there 
are thousands of glandered horses in the London streets 
asabsurd. He does not believe that the majority of 
horses affected recover, and he is sarcastic about the 
finding of the lesions elsewhere than in the lungs He 
says Professor M’Fadyean once found them in the liver, 
and a German savant (Schutze) professed to find them 
In every organ of the body, which made him (Mr. Hunt- 
8) think either that glanders was different in Germany 
rom what it isin England, or that Schutze did not 
now. He objects to the compulsory closing of the 
public troughs in London ; while admitting the 
eee of the disease being spread by their means, 
. ech the amount of abdominal disorders to which 
= pepe of the troughs would give rise would be a 
ortune than glanders. Without dogmatis- 
& he is disposed to think that there is very little 
io a horse which shows no clinical symptoms 
it aa isease. After infection a lesion will be developed 
pote .° but it may be two years before there is any 
distin oe of its presence. He has seen the 
“> st sta le free of glanders, and the cleanest attacked 
pi » Consequently his opinion is that the disease is 
"a _ introduced into a stud by an infected 
ides thas ~ essor Wortley Axe is also opposed to the 
glanders ie great majority of the horses affected with 
ee ver. A reacting horse, although clinically 
now, may become a source of d i short 
time, and should be dealt wi 
WCall’s views e dealt with accordingly. Professor 
in the main opposed to M’Fadyean’s. 
souree of infection ani ve horse is necessarily a 
or some discharne { €38 there is sume lesion or breach, 
found in the na g rom the nose. The breach may be 
is propagated te? ung, or skin. He believes the disease 
of the shutting ingestion, and hence cordially approves 
Gg ing up of the publi i i 
lasgow. Eye public watering troughs in 
Well as his own “4 oe should carry his own pail, as 
e does not deter ne. The theory of aerial infection 
and a Pe = 9 Javing seen no facts to support it, 
lease may Y which are Inconsistent with it. The 
breach, b In the lung without any external 


ut the Professor does not feel warranted in 


supporting M’Fadyean’s idea that most of the animals 
affected by the disease recover. These brief notes of 
evidence fully warrant what has been already said, that 
on many essential points experts are much divided, and 
there is ample room for exhaustive inquiry before much 
that is very definite can be affirmed regarding the nature 
of glanders. On the 


EXTENT OF THE DISEASE 


much greater confidence can be manifested, and, especi- 
ally as applied to Glasgow, the evidence here is valuable. 
As already indicated the disease was little known (or 
perhaps it was little reported) until the eighties. Returns 
are in existence showing the numbers attacked with 
glanders or farcy from 187098. In the first of these 
years there were 234 cases in Great Britaia, 110 of which 
were in London alone, and only 4in Scotland. In 1874 
there were 61 in Scotland ; and in 1880, although there 
were 2110 in Great Britain, of which 1813 were in Lon- 
don alone, only 9 were reported from Scotland. There 
were 57 in Scotland in each of the years 1882 and 1883, 
and in the following year only 11. In 1888 there were 
77 cases in Seotland, and in 1889 106, but in 1890 less 
than one-half that number. In 1891 and 1892 the 
disease reached high-water mark in Great Britain. 
There were 2435 cases in 1891, of which 2076 were in 
London and 105 in Scotland. In 1892 the total for 
Great Britain was at its highest point, 3001, of which no 
fewer than 2526 cases were reported from London, and 
only 79 from Scotland. Since that year when the first 
Glanders and Farcy Order was issued by the Board of 
Agriculture, the numbers in the country generally ‘and 
in London have rapidly decreased, but in Scotland they 
have in the main increased. In 1893 London had 1619 ; 
in 1894, 993; in 1895, 1042; in 1896, 845; in 1897, 
966 ; and in 1898, 860. The figures for Scotland in the 
same years have been—1893, 71 ; 1894, 134 ; 1895, 106 ; 
1896, 98 ; 1897, 297; and 1898, 251. From the minutes 
of evidence several facts are gleaned which throw light 
on these figures. The Scottish cases in the years from 
1885-9 were nearly all in Lanarkshire and Edinburgh. 
The majority of cases in 1892, numbering 1657, were 
nearly all in London and Glasgow. 

In 1889 we imported 13,852 horses, and in 1898, 
42,921. In the course of cross-examination, several mem- 
bers of Committee seemed to be anxious to obtain evi- 
dence on this aspect of the question ; but, generally, it 
must be admitted that the facts brought out were 
favourable to the foreign horses. Only one case was 
known to Mr. Hunting, and it appeared to have been 
detected on landing. Ninety per cent. of the horses used 
by the London Road Car Company during the past six 
years have been Canadian or American horses, and they 
have been free of the disease. In one stud of 1,500 
horses in Glasgow, mentioned by Prof. M‘Call, 300 
Canadian horses kave been purchased annually, and not 
one case of glanders has been detected amongst them. 
Similar testimony was borne by Mr. Reynolds on behalf 
of Liverpool. These details suggest, first—that it is a 
hopeful enterprise to attack this disease ; that it can be 
reduced to narrow limits by the aid of mallein as a diag- 
nostic ; that so far as Glasgow and the vicinity is con- 
cerned the situation is serious, but the area of infection 
is limited, and there is no ground for believing that the 
increase of the disease in recent years in Glasgow is due 
to the importation of foreign horses. These facts pave 
the way for consideration of the 


REMEDIES SUGGESTED 


alike in the evidence and in the recommendations of the 
Committee. The question of remedies involves considera- 
tion of the efficacy of the mallein test alike as a diag- 
nostic and as a curative agent, the notification of the 
disease by practising veterinarians, the authority to 
whom notification is to be made, the compulsory slaugh- 
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ter of reacting as well. as clinically unsound horses, and 
the rate of compensation to be paid for such animals. 
On the general question of the effectiveness of mallein 
as a diagnostic reagent there is practically no difference 
of opinion amongst the professional witnesses, and some 
assert its curative efficacy as well. This latter opinion 
rests meanwhile very much on the views expressed by 
Nocard, although Prof. M‘Fadyean appears also to share 
them. In his report recently submitted to the local 
authority Prof. M‘Call makes some remarks on this 
point. Anexperiment in which he was engaged to test 
the curative effect of mallein was cut short by the Board 
of Agriculture ordering the horses to be destroyed, but 
his mode of dealing with ten reacting horses found in a 
Maryhill stud in August last, and the results of this ex- 
periment, so far as it went, rather support Nocard’s 
theory that mallein, in the early stages of pulmonary 
glanders, is a curative agent. The really crucial ques- 
tion in this connection is—What should be done with the 
reacting horses which exhibit no clinical symptoms of the 
disease? All the professional and other witnesses regard 
the stamping out process as most effective, but while 
Prof. M‘Call and Mr. Hunting regard it as feasible even 
on economical grounds, and in the end the cheapest 
policy, Prof. M‘Fadyean regards the question of expense 
as possibly prohibitive. All are agreed that it will 
never be stamped out under the present regulations, and 
that lccal authorities should have compulsory, and not 
merely permissive, powers to order the destruction of 
animals visibly affected. Mr. John M‘Farlane is in 
favour of killing all reacting horses, and of keeping all 
in-contact horses under supervision for three months, 
testing them at six weeks, and again at the end of the 
ee op and only letting those escape which had stood 
th tests ; in fact, he would make reaction to mallein 
the equivalent of actual proof that thehorse had glan- 
ders. Along with these drastic propos:lls he would have 
compulsory notification of the disease by the practising 
veterinarian, the regulation and supervision of stables, 
and the registration of knackers’ yards vy the local 
authority. He would give no compensation at all for 
horses visibly affected with the disease. Mr. Duff, who 
speaks, as the statistics show, with unusual authority on 
the whole question, would have mallein officially recog- 
nised as a diagnostic agent, provided compensation be 
allowed, and mallein of a dependable nature be issued by 
the Board of Agriculture. He would have all horses 
arriving in this country tested before leaving the port 
of debarkation, and would allow no horse to be sold in a 
public yard without a certificate that he had, within 
seven days before, been tested and passed, and was certi- 
fied by a qualified V.S. “free of glanders.” Whether 
this scheme be practicable or not, it certainly bears evi- 
dence of being effective, and would no doubt give plenty 
of work to the profession. Prof. M‘Fadyean is not an 
out-and-out supporter of the stamping-out policy. He 
declares that when one obtains a proper reaction, by 
which he means a regular rise in temperature during the 
fifteen hours following inoculation, and the formation of 
a local swelling at the seat of inoculation, which con- 
tinued to enlarge during the second and third days 
nothing would convince him that the horse so affecte 
was not glandered. It is, he says, absolutely necessary 
to consider every horse which reacts to mallein as dan- 
gerous, and it is the sale of horses apparently sound, but 
actually glandered, which spreads the disease. These 
views would seem to point to immediate slaughter as the 
one effective remedy. but it is not so if we follow the 
professor. In the case of a stable of from 70 to 80 


valuable horses, worth from £60 to £70 a-piece, in which 
glanders was discovered, he recommended a different 
course, which was acted on. The animal visibly affected 
was destroyed, but the others were tested with mallein, 
and 23 reacted. Some advised slaughter. Prof. M‘Fady- 
ean suggested isolation and periodical testing. This was 


done quarterly, and at the end of twelve months only siz 
of the 23 reacted, one had been destroyed during the 
year, having developed visible symptoms of the disease, 
and 16 were passed as healthy. The law at present per- 
mits this to be done, but it may be a question for dis. 
cussion whether the course is to be commended. May a 
horse not become immune to the mallein test, just as it 
is believed a cow becomes immune to the tuberculin 
test /—and there is the professor’s own dictum, already 
—_ It is the horse apparently sound, but actually 

iseased, which spreads the disease. The views of Prof. 
M‘Call are of great importance to this audience. He 
favours (1) compulsory notification to the veterinary in- 
spector of the local authority, as well as to the police; 
(2)the compulsory slaughter of glandered horses, and the 
testing of all horses in contact with them with mallein; 
(3) the immediate slaughter of reacting horses, one-half 
value to be paid if nodules are found on post-mortem 
examination, with a maximum value of £30, full value 
if no nodules be found, but the maximum to be £60- 
non-reacting horses to be placed under supervision for 
four weeks, to be isolated but worked, subject to the 
test ; (4) supervision and registration of stables ; (5) sale 
of mallein to be under the supervision of the Board of 
Agriculture, but not restricted to those intending only 
to make use of it publicly—the local authorities to have 
compulsory powers of slaughtering, and not merely per: 
missive powers as at present. Mr. Hunting would not 
allow a reacting horse to be sold or parted with, but he 
would allow him to be worked if isolated and under 
official supervision. From this summary it is evident 
that the only points on which leading experts are agreed 
is the diagnostic value of mallein. In these circumstat- 
ces it is hardly to be wondered at that the 


CoMMITTEE’S RECOMMENDATIONS. 


lack definiteness, and are not likely to accomplish very 
much. It is time now to consider them. In regard to 
administration the Committee recommend that. the 
Board of Agriculture should exercise closer supervision 
over the carrying out of the existing order so as tose 
cure uniformity of action by the various local authorities 
They would, however, not interfere with the existing 
machinery. They recommend, secofdly, that the exis 
ing Order should be amended so as to permit notifica- 
tion to be made either to a constable or to a_veterinaly 
inspector, but when the latter is chosen it is to be oblige 
tory on him to at once notify the police. Major Ten: 
nant dissents from this finding, and as he represents the 
Board of Agriculture there is little likelihood of it secu 
ing parliamentary sanction The third recommendatio! 
is that, where practicable, the local veterinary inspector 
should not engage in private practice. This is in accor 
dance with the prevailing sentiment throughout the ev! 
dence, although there is something in what one ~yonom 
says, to the effect that a private practitioner 1s ™ 
likely to know what is going on than an official remove? 
from contact with his professional brethren. The oo 
tion, however, is purely one of ways and means, am, 

rliamentary sanction is necessary to give It © the 

r. Morgan, in his evidence, was very emphatic Mi uld 

int, and a rich local authority like Glasgow § “ 

ave no difficulty in giving effect to this recom 
tion. The fourth recommendation favours ge 
notification of tases of glanders by practising veter be- 
surgeons This requires parliamentary sanction, 
fore it is obtained there will be some debate. a 
men are under this obligation at present In pan in 
scheduled diseases, and the extension of the prin’ os 
respect of diseases in the lower animals whic! ‘ course 
municable to man appears to be simply a logics eodel, 
Notification from knackers’ yards is also mere and 
but it is not said that it should be made obliga’ n 
this is surely a mistake. Similar disap reactiDg 
be expressed with recommendation 
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horses should be considered as possible sources of infec- 
tion. This indefinite finding is to be traced on the con- 
tradictory evidence regarding the extent to which such 
animals should be regarded as sources of infection. To 
this reference has already to some extent been made 
The Committee incline to the opinion that horses which 
exhibit no “clinical” symptoms, but react, are not so 
infective as those that show definite clinical symptoms. 
They are, however, possible sources of danger. If that 
be so they should treated as actually dangerous, be- 
cause in everything it is the possible source of danger 
which constitutes the real danger. Prof. M‘Call’s method 
of dealing with such horses is the only safe method. 
Recommendation 7 has to do with what are called “ sus- 
pected” horses, or horses which the inspector may re- 
gard as having been exposed to contagion. To such the 
provisions of paragraphs 6 and 9 of the existing Order 
are to apply, with the addition that such horses are to be 
mts to the mallein test at the instance and cost of 
the local authority, and should the veterirary inspector 
find that they react, they are to be destroyed and com- 
pensation paid, the maximum in no case to exceed £25 
should lesions be found on post-mortem, and should 
they not be found the compensation to be the value of the 
horse before slaughter, but the maximum in no case to 
exceed £50. Possibly, in view of the uncertain state of 
professional opinion on the degree of infection in horses 
which react to mallein, but exhibit no clinical symptoms 
of the disease, this is the best that can be done, but it 
is to be hoped something more definite may soon be 
known. The last recommendation is the most satisfac- 
tory—viz., that the slaughter of all animals showing 
“clinical” symptoms of the disease should be made com- 
pulsory. The powers possessed by the local authority 


; at present are very unsatisfactory. A local authority 


may, if they think fit, cause a glandered animal to be 
slaughtered, but if the owner of the animal gives notice 
In writing that he objects to this course, the local 
authority cannot proceed further without the written 
authority of the Board of Agriculture. Hence most 
authorities do not proceed any further, and the tempta- 
tion to do this is great, because the payment of compen- 
sation is a charge on the local rates. Should these com- 
pulsory powers be conferred, the further question arises, 
tom what source is payment of compensation to be de- 
— The Lord Provost and Mr. Collins recommend 
atone-half should come from local rates and one-half 
rom the Treasury. _ That seems a fair proposal, but it 
carries with it the difficulty that the Treasury will claim 
t bed a say In what is to be destroyed and what is not 
 0€ destroyed, and thus the existing dual control will 
5 perpetuated. If these compulsory powers can only 
mies > a by the whole charge coming on the local 
a en the advantage to be gained is worth the cost. 
ner = of many the weakest point in the report is 
be = recommend that the use of mallein should 
Lek Col! compulsory. Lord Provost Chisholm and 
joa Colville both dissent from this, and hold that 
sdeen ae Warrants the compulsory use of mallein as 
nays pe lc agent. All the Committee as a whole do 
experime agains the Board of Agriculture to conduct 
mallein nts with regard to the use and influence of 


THE PREVENTION 


of 
el Is G matter which in a very marked degree 
gow, and fro terration and other horseowners in Glas- 
In the city :: ie frequency with which their horses are 
miles radius of _ concerns farmers within a twenty 
to the char the city. Why Glasgow should be open 
being a hee i the hands of one of her magistrates of 
d of the disease, it is not difficult from 


this eviq 
In the cin te to understand. Much has been done with- 


y to pre 


ed out at its source. As Mr. Hunting says at the be- 
ginning of his evidence, the eradication of glanders is 
called for “by the danger to human life, the loss to 
owners of horses, and the risk of inefficiency in army 
horses.” A disease which can be introduced can be 
stamped out, and every effort should be made to attain 
this end. 

Discussion being invited, 

Mr. Davip ALLAN, V.S., said he had the pleasure of 
reading the report to which reference had been made, 
but it was a bulky volume, and took some study before 
the facts could be retained in the memory. He had 
never witnessed the results of mallein, never having used 
it. The question he wondered no one had made any re- 
mark upon, and one which he thought was very import- 
ant, was whether or not the disease was spontaneous and 
would germinate of itself in the horse. He quite be- 
lieved that the disease was an infectious and contagious 
one, and on that account could be stamped out ; but 
while there were stables in such unsanitary conditions 
he believed the disease would still exist. He had, how- 
ever, 3een cases where no trace of contagion could be 
found. In one such case horses were in their own 
stables drinking out of their own pitchers, and in no case 
near infection of any sort. He had also known of a case 
of a circus poomente who, on coming to Glasgow for the 
winter, had called him in to examine his horses, and 
nothing had been found wrong with them, but after they 
had been some time in the town numbers of them de- 
veloped symptoms of glanders, and a good many of them 
were destroyed. The disease in this case he attributed 
to the way the animals were treated, and the half- 
starved condition they were kept in. He believed in 
compulsory notification by veterinary surgeons. It was 
their duty to do so in a case of infectious disease. He 
would do it whether it was compulsory or not. He did 
not think that compensation should be awarded in a case 
where the animal was clinically affected, but where the 
disease was not clinical he thought the owner was quite 
entitled to compensation. 

Mr. AtEx. Portre, V.S., Paisley, said the question was 
one on which there would no doubt be considerable 
diversity of opinion. The disease had been in the country 
now for a considerable time, and the question was, Why 
had it not been stopped ? Rinderpest had been in this 
country, but it had been stopped, and no such thing was 
heard of now. From this and other facts he was of 
opinion that the disease arose spontaneously. He thought 
that the veterinary profession was becoming clogged by 
their guing too much upon the germ theory. here 
there was a disease, there must, according to this germ 
theory, bea germ. Practical experience destroyed this 
idea. He -yuoted a case where he had treated animals 
at a certain farm for a cold, and one »f these animals 
which, to his knowledge, had not been out of the stable 
fora month or more, developed symptoms of glanders. 
Where did the infection come from if the disease was 
not germinated spontaneously ? He believed that fumi- 
gating the stable and isolating the diseased animal would 
eradicate the disease, and quoted an illustration where, 
by this treatment, he had completely eradicated the 
disease in a stud of horses. : 

Mr. M’QUEEN said he did not wish to be personal in 
his remarks, but he knew that in the particular stud 
which Mr. Pottie stated as having been cured of the 
disease the animals had all been subject to the mallein 
test. He agreed with Professor M’Call that it was not 
an aerial disease, and to be contracted it must be 
got either by ingestion or inoculation. He thoroughly 
believed that the disease was one of the easiest to get 
rid of if the method of eradication were gone about 


property. 
Mr. T. HaMItton, of the Glasgow Corporation Tram- 
ways, said the matter was of great interest to him, as 


is on} vent the extension of the disease, but it 
¥ playing with the mischief when it is not stamp- 


during the recent summer there had been a large per- 


| 

rinciple 1D 
h are coll 
‘cal course. 
ratory, and 
ment must 
reacting 

| 
| 


416 


THE VETERINARY RECORD 


Fanuary 20, 1900 


centage of disease in their stud, and what he considered 
as a very serious aspect of the case was that a very 
small percentage of the diseased animals were clini- 
cally affected. At one time, of their stud of 4500 horses, 
a good number were affected, but now all the diseased 
ee could be counted on the fingers of one hand 
almost. 

Mr. R. D. Sprrrat_ thought that where professional 
men showed such a, diversity of opinion it was rather 
difficult for a layman to state his opinion. (Laughter.) 
He had, unfortunately, had a good deal to do with the 
disease, and was rather inclined to take Mr. Hunting’s 
view of the case. The question, however, which most 
concerned the layman, or at least the horse owner, was 
the question of compensation. It was rather hard ona 
man, for instance, who gave particular attention to his 
stables, etc., to buy in a horse from a fellow horse-owner 
who, perhaps, was not so careful, and through that source 
have the disease spread in his stud. It was very hard 
on that man that he should be fined three-quarters the 
value of every horse destroyed because of someone else’s 
fault. He, however, thought that legislation should en- 
dow the inspector with power to use a high hand in put- 
ting down the disease. He wassorry to hear Mr. Hamil- 
ton say there was even the small number of diseased 
horses in the tramway stud, as that small number was a 
source of great danger. 

Professor M’Catu did not think that in his official 
position as inspector for the local authority and the 
Board of Agriculture, and as a witness before the Com- 
mittee, that it was right for him to say more than he had 
already said, as read by the lecturer. He might say, 
however, that if the disease was not dependent upon 
outside contagion and infection, and was of spontaneous 
origin, then all the remedies were of no use at all. If 
that was the case it wes of no use trying to’stop it. He 
was surprised at Mr. Pottie having take up the position 
he had. If he were of the same opinion he would never 
go near a glandered horse, because if it were not a disease 
dependent upon a living organism it could never be 
stamped out. 

Mr. FILsHIE, commenting on the question of compen- 
sation, said that during the time of compensation for the 
pleuro, many a man had been the better of the pleuro— 
(laughter)—and he would not put it past the Glasgow 
horse owners that they should be the same. (Laughter). 
Referring to the Professor’s remarks re the spontaneity 
of the disease, he would like to ask him where the 
disease in the first place came from if it did not rise 
spontaneously ? Another question was, Why, if they 
knew of the life organism of the disease, could they not 
find means to destroy that organism. (Laughter and 
applause.) 

Professor M’CaLt said he would answer his question 
by putting another. Where did he (the questioner) come 
from? He had never placed any limit to the creative 
power of the Almighty, and the disease in the first place 
was thus accounted for. As to the destroying of the 
diseased organism it was impossible todestroy it without 
also destroying the animal. If the disease could be 
brought to the outside and treated separately it could no 
doubt be done, but not otherwise. 

Mr. Gitcurist, of Orbiston, said they had lost sight of 
the most important factor in the whole affair, which was 
that the injection of mallein killed the germ of the disease 
without injuring the animal. (Hear, hear). Was it not 
the case that the injection of mallein in the earlier 
stages of the disease might keep the disease from going 
further? Take a horse suffering from glanders, and 
which reacted to the mallein test, let it alone for two or 
three days, and then see whether the glanders had devel- 
oped further. Conclusive proof might thus be obtained 
and it was worth while to try the experiment. (Ap- 
plause). 


Mr. Wm. WALLACE thought the discussion was on 
which ought to be left to the veterinary surgeons then. 
selves. e had understood Mr. Pottie to say that the 
stable should be fumigated daily for six weeks, and con- 
tinually without a break. This was surely for some 
object, and that object he took to be the killing of the 
germs in that stable. Another point he understood was 
that mallein was made from germs got in a diseased 
horse, just as tuberculin was got from the germs of a 
tuberculous cow. He thought that the fact that the 
mallein causes the temperature of a horse that has got 
microbes in its body to react, shows that the connection 
between the mallein and the microbe cannot be denied. 
He thought that even Mr. Pottie was a little mixed w 
with regard to the mallein and the disease. 

Mr. JoHN Grips quoted an instance where a farmer 
had bought a saddle and brechin from a friend of his in 
the neighbourhood of Glasgow, and had it put ona 
valuable mare. About three months afterwards the 
mare was seized with glanders. The vet. called in asked 
him it he had had any parts of the harness changed lately, 
and he told him the circumstances. He was ordered to 
shoot the mare, bury the saddle, and fumigate the stable, 
and the disease went no further. 

Mr. MacNEILaGz, in his reply, said :he was very glad 
that Professor M’Call and others had taken up the point 
of the life organism. He thought it rather late in the 
day to raise the question of the creation of the germ. He 
was of opinion that it was impossible for anyone to say 
whether or not any animal has been in contact with infec: 
tion. With regard to the question of compensation for 
high-priced animals, Professor M’Call had, with his usuel 
shrewd common sense, answered that by pointing out to 
the Commission that a man who could pay £1600 for 4 
horse was doubtless quite as able to stand the loss as 4 
man who paid £16. But it was not with this phase of 
the matter they had to deal, it was with the ordinary 
commercial horse. With regard to the qnestion of giving 
the inspector more power, he anticipated difficulty in this 
quarter. The Board of Agricultnre, so far as he could 
judge, seemed to be hankering after the idea that the 
blame for the infection rested on the foreign horse. He 
would like the scientitic men to devote their attention 
to this point, whether it might not be, as sometimes Was 
the case with the tuberculin test, that the horse fail 
to react to the mallein test even when full of the diseast, 
because he had become immune to the test. What he 
wanted was to show the Board of Agriculture that the 
horse-owners were in earnest. He thought some oe 
pensation should be given where the horse was 0° 
Road Car Com 
had done for themselves in stamping out the 
disease he thought the Government might do for those 
not means at thelt 
disposal to do as that company had done. (Applause) 

The CHarRMAN, in his closing remarks, said be, ‘ “ 
the lecture and discussion, and the publicity whic 2 
doubt would be given to it, would be the means 


awarded, closed the meetIng.—The Scottish Farmer _ 


Glanders at Corbridge-on-Tyné- 


An outbreak of glanders has occurred amoné | 
hunters kept in some livery stables at Corbridge 
Tyne, and on Tuesday, January 5th, the local co » 
under the Diseases of Animals Act, ordered two a iatel 
horses to be slaughtered, and three others to ‘isled to 
The owners of the destroyed horses will be 
one-fourth of the animals’ value. Every ihe disease 
being taken to prevent any further spread © 
— Cambridge Times. 
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RABIES AND THE LONDON COUNTY COUNCIL 


Immediately after the withdrawal by the Board of 
Agriculture of the Muzzling Order of 1897, to which refer- 
ence was made in our issue of November 4th, 1899, the 
London County Council issued a notice reviving its 
regulations as to the control of dugs issued in February, 
1897, but suspended by the order of the Board of Agri- 
culture issued in 1897. The regulations are prefaced by 
the following explanatory notice : 


Any unmuzzled dog found by the police in any public 

place in the County of London not under the control of 
any person and not wearing a collar upon which the 
name and address of the owner are legibly inscribed, will 
be seized by the police, and the owner will be liable to a 
penalty not exceeding £20. 
Before launching a manifesto which was certain to evoke 
no little hostility from irascible dug owners the Council 
might well have gone to the trouble of framing their 
notice in more intelligible language. The dormant regu- 
lations which have “again come into force” are not 
marked by any excess of perspicuity, but they are lumi- 
nous in comparison with the present explanatory intro- 
duction which appears to be partly addressed to the dog 
and partly to the dog’s owner. 

Is it possible to discover, with any approach to cer- 
tainty, what are the negative conditions an unmuzzled 
dog can fulfil in order to qualify itself for seizure by the 
police? The notice says, “not under the control of any 
person and not wearing a collar,” etc. Leaving aside for 
the moment the peep as to what constitutes control, 
are we to conclude that any dog not under control may 
be seized, or must it be without a collar also? Again, if 
It ls Wearing a collar and not under control, what will be 
its fate under those circumstances? It is clear enough 
that if the animal is not under control, and is not wear- 
Ing a collar, it will be seized, but here we are involved in 
a further dilemma as to what is to be understood by 

control.” We are informed that the Council’s own in- 
terpretation of the word is that the dog must be in charge 
of some person but need not be led. This, however, 
= aed at variance with the decision in Hay v. Ben- 

m.. re case, which came before the Court of Queen’s 
ey ola November, 1886, the plaintiff, Sir Hector Hay, 

a — fined at one of the metropolitan police-courts 
which” on a public highway accompanied by a dog 

8 Was not under control. It was admitted that the 
8 was neither muzzled nor led. _ The Court was asked 
ae a rule calling on the magistrate to state a case 

+ of law. In refusing the application the 
cision . ressed its agreement with the magisterial de- 
Chief Justice observing, “The control 
fons is a control to prevent a dog 
on ng. The control must be an effective control— 

4 moral control.” 

ee rn was also the view taken by the London 
be info ae in framing the Regulations of 1897 may 
provided th a Subsection (c) of Clause 3, wherein it is 
peso ied ogs on their way to or from exhibitions, 
structed sp must be confined in cages, etc., “so con- 
anaes render it impossible for them to bite any 
rection This was the alternative for Sub- 
tention = her must therefore be assumed that the in- 

atter must also have been the restraint of 

they are a — that the futility of the regulation as 

ei. How are th rpreted has been realised by the Coun- 

or is not under € police to determine whether a dog is 
moral control? A policeman espies a 


dog trotting along Park Lane or the Whitechapel Road. 
Is he also to trot in the wake of the animal until the 
dog responds to a signal of ownership emanating from 
some source in the passing crowd ? We already lay a 
sufficiently heavy burden on the — in expecting them 
to capture the horde of muzzleless, collarless vagrants 
which wander through the streets of the metropolis 
without introducing an altogether new and limitless task 
such as the London County Council’s present view of 
control would impose. If we are to have control at all, 
let it be definite and effective control, otherwise let 
every dog found at large without a collar bearing its 
owner’s name and address be seized, and, if unclaimed, 
destroyed.—B. M. 


Treatment of Horses before Embarcation. 


The following will be substituted for paragraph 1,665 
of the Queen’s Regulations and Orders for the Army, ’99: 

1,665. Horses should not be in high condition when 
embarked. Low diet, coupled with slow, steady, regular 
work for six days previous to embarcation isa preventa- 
tive of disease. During the first three days of this period 
their morning and midday feed should consist of half 
corn and half bran, and their evening feed of bran mash. 
For the remaining three days it should consist of bran 
mash only. The ration of hay should not be reduced. 
Some horses will not eat bran mash by itself ; in such 
cases a handful of crushed or scalded oats may be added. 
Horses should be kept fasting and without water for 
abové four hours before being put on board. Slinging is 
then less likely to prove injurious, and they will the 
sooner take their food after getting on board. Shoes 
should not be removed.—The Times. 


RHODODENDRON POISONING. 


We take the following from The North British Agqri- 
culturist :— 

“ Last week 1 was very much interested by a conversa- 
tion that was carried on at a market day dinner-table, a 
gentleman was telling the company that he had had 
several cows poisoned by eating some rhododendrum 
cuttings which his gardener had cut and left lying about. 
Three of the cows died, but the remainder had pulled 
through. The gentleman stated that the cows showed 
all the appearance of a drunken man, staggering oo 
losing the use of their legs, staring eyes, shivering, an 
twitching of the muscles, purging, with straining and 
paining, and every little while they vomited some green 
trothy matter, crunched the teeth, and slavered at the 
mouth a good deal. I must confess I did not know that 
rhododendrons were poisonous, and I should say there 


are a great many like yours truly, 
JERSEY. 


[We have met with cases of rhododendron poisoning. 
The cuttings of these plants are like the cuttings of yews 
—more active and dangerous when in a half-dried condi- 
tion. The clippings or cuttings of either should on no 
account be left lying about, or put on to a refuse —— 
They should be burned at once. When they are left 
lying about for two or three days there seems to be some 
peculiar chemical change that takes place in the juices 
of the plants which render them more palatable to the 
animals, but, as already said, more dangerous. 
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The symptoms given by “ Jersey ” are quite in keeping 
with those we have noticed in cattle poisoned by eating 
yew and rhododendron cuttings. The properties of the 
rhododendron are both narcotic and astringent. In some 
parts a preparation is made from one of the varieties, 
and called marmot oil, which is used as an external ap- 

lication in rheumatic affection of the joints ; while the 
Juices extracted from some of the flowers by the bees, 
when converted into honey, are decidedly dangerous.— 
Ep. N.B.A.] 


H.A.S. GRANT TO ABERDEEN UNIVERSITY. 


At a meeting of directors of the Highland and Agricul- 
Society held in Edinburgh on January 10th. 

The SECRETARY reported that the Committee on Abor- 
tion amongst farm stock had not finished its delibera- 
tions, and no report could yet be made. ‘The Committee 
on Tuberculosis had had a meeting, and they had before 
them the report of the experiments carried on by the 
Agricultural Department of Aberdeen University last 
year, and in looking to the value of the work involved 
they recommended that the Board devote the sum o 
£50 towards the expenses of the experiment. 

Dr. GILLESPIE, as convener of that committee, moved 
that the Agricultural Department of the University of 
Aberdeen be given this grant. The work conducted there 
was a most valuable one. They did it spontaneously. 
They did it when their funds were not too large, in fact 
at a time when some other institutions would not have 
agreed to embark on such an important matter. They 
did it, however, and he thought it was proper that a 
national society like that should recognise the spirited 
services of the Aberdeen University. Hk also moved 
that Dr. Shirra Gibb be added to the Committee. 

Mr. Cross seconded. 

Mr. Wison asked if any part of this motion was in 
opposition to the determination of that Board at last 
meeting. 

Dr. GrttesprE : This is for work done in the past. 

The motion was unanimously agreed to. 


Illness of Horses. 


Professor McFadyean, Principal of the Royal Veteri- 
nary College, Camden Town, went to Liverpool on 
Saturday last and visited some studs which had severely 
suffered from the prevailing epidemic of “ pink-eye.” 
One animal was selected for slaughter, and Prof. Mc- 
Fadyean will make a bacteriological examination in Lon- 
don.—Times. 


The Swine Fever Order. 


The master of the Sunderland Union Workhouse was 
fined £10 for removing pigs from the workhouse grounds 
contrary to the provisions of the Swine Fever Order, and 
a pig jobber named Potts was fined £10 for his participa- 
tion in the offence. At the Workhouse 70 animals were 
slaughtered owing to an outbreak of swine-fever, and the 
master sent 19 of a new lot of pigs to an auction mart 
within 14 days of receiving them from another farm.— 
Morning Post. 


ARMY VETERINARY DEPARTMENT, 


From The London Gazette. 
War Orricr, Patt Matt, Jan. 16. 
Vet-Major G. H. Fenton retires on retired pay. 


Mr. J. Fraser, President. R.C.V.S. has accepted 
a special appointment with the Army Remount Depart- 
ment to proceed to Spain. 

Professor W. O. Williams has accepted an appointment 
with the Army Remount Department to proceeed to 
U.S.A., New Orleans, and neighbourhood. 

Messrs. Graham, Jowett and Gamble sail on the 20th 
inst. for New Orleans, via New York. Mr. Graham 
leaves New Orleans on Feb. 15th :in charge of 8.8. Mil- 
waukee, with mules for South Africa. Messrs. Jowett 
and Gamble will be employed with the Remount Depart- 
ment till further cargoes of mules are collected when 
they will proceed to South Africa. 

Mr. Hirst sails on the 18th inst. in 8.S. Manchester, 

Port in charge of A Brigade Division, R.A. 

Mr, Jackson sails on Jan. 21st, in SS. St. Andrews, in 

charge of R.A., from Thames. 

Mr. Mason sails on Jan. 25th from Manhattan, in 

charge of R.A., from Thames. 

Mr. Towers sails on Jan. 21st, in S.S. American, in 

charge of R.A., from Southampton. 
Mr. Fowler sails on Jan. 22nd from Liverpool, in SS. 
Ulstermore, in charge of R.A. 

Mr. Karslake Tasker sails on Jan. 27th from the 
Thames, in 8.8. Canning, in charge of R.A. 

Mr. A. S. Head sails on Jan. 27th from Thames, in 8.5. 
Englishman, in charge of R.A. 

Mr. Lake will leave Gibraltar on about Jan. 29tb with 
a cargo of mules for South Africa. 


Vet.-Major F. F. Crawford died at Pietermaritzburg, 
Natal, on Jan. 16th, from Dysentery. 


PosItIoNs OF VETERINARY OFFICERS IN AFRICA. 


Vet.-Col. Matthews, I. Ladysmith, P.V.0. 
Vet.-Lieut. Col. Rayment, G.J.R., Capetown,'L. of C. 
P.V.O. from 20th Nov. 
Vet.-Major 
Crawford, F. F., Maritzburg. 
Gladstone, W., Durban, 1st Dragoons, 2nd Div. 


Crow, W.A., Maitland, with No. 1 Section F.V.H. 
and details for 3rd Div. when relieved. 
Smith, F., Durban, 13th Hussars, 2nd Division. 


Pallin, D.C., ModderR., 1st Div. Inf. aT 
and Mtd. Inf. Divl. 8.V.0. 
Day, E., Stellenbosch, Reimounts, §8.V.O. 
Forsdyke, F.W., Naauwpoort, No. 2 Sec. F.V. Hosp. 
Vet.-Capt. Ist Div. 
Cooper, J.. De Aar, 6th Inn. Dragoons. 
Blenkinsop, L. J., D.S.O. Modder R. 12th Lan. Ist Div. 
Raymond, R. W., Ladysmith. 
Sharp, F. W., Orange River. Dir 
Richardson, A. E., Naauwport, 6th Drag. Gds. Ist U1 
Drage, F. B., Maitland, Household Cav. (Comp. Ret. 
Newsome, A. C.. Ladysmith. 
Eassie, F, Port Elizabeth. Remounts. Div 
Lawson, E.J., Modder R, Mtd. Inf. & A.S.C. Ist DIV, 
Vet.-Lieut. 
Loughlin, J., De Aar, 
Harris, C. B. M., Ladysmith. 
Tatam, W.J., Ladysmith. 
Rose, C., Queenstown, Remounts. + Div. 
Sullivan, H.A., Orange R., Scots Greys, 18 


Remounts. 


Smith, W.D., Mafeking? or Kimberley ! 
England, A.. De Aar, Remounts. 
Sawyer, H.J., Claremont, Sick list, 8th Dec. 


Williams, G. M., Durban, Remounts. 
Lane, A. H., Sterkstroom, Mtd. Inf., 
Wilson, F. W., Ladysmith. 

Carr, F. U., Naauwpoort, 10th Hussars. 

Coley, J. T., Ladysmith. 
Shore, F. H.., Pretoria, 


Transport. 


Prisoner. 


Bartlett, E. B., Ladysmith. 
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Vet.-Lieut. 


Cochrane, R.C.. Maritzburg. 

Southey, J.B, Modder R., Ist Div. R.A. 

Todd, A.G., 1st Div. 9th Lancers. 

Durrant, H. M., Durban, Remounts. 

Conder, G., Sterkstroom, Mtd. Inf. & details, 3rd Div. 
Williams, A. J.. Modder R.(?), 1st Div. R.A. 
Griffith, J.J ., Stellenbosch, Remounts. 

Brown, E., Sterkstroom, 3rd Division, R.A. 
Houston, R. St.C., Mooi River. 

Moore, J., Maritzburg 


CIVILIAN VETERINARY SURGEONS. 


Vet.-Lieut. 
Neale, Base, Capetown, from New Zealand Con- 
tingent. 
Melhuish, Ist Div., from New South Wales Lancers. 
Vet.-Surgeon 
Thomas, Sterkstroom, Brabant’s Horse, 3rd. Div. 
Walker, ist. Div.,S. A. Light Horse. 
Aitken, J.G., Capetown, General duty at Base. 
Glasse, M. St.G., De Aar, General duty. 
Hulseburg, J. A., Natal. 
Knott,G. P., Natal. 
Kenny, H. B., Natal. 
Lowe, W.C., Natal. 
Oliver, H.O., Naauwpoort, with F.V. Hospital. 
Sharp, C. W., Natal. 
D.J., Natal. 
ebb, H. M., Naauwpoort, General duty. 
Hylton Jolilffe C., wrecked in ss. Denton Grange at 
Las Palmas, Grand Canaries, will go on another ship. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


. THE PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION. 

You may have observed from the report of the recent 
aaa of the Council of the R.C.V.S., that for the 
on time [ made an attempt to convince the Council 
of the unfairness of bye-law 52 as it at present stands, 
and that for the third time I failed in the attempt. 
aul not mean to azcuse the Council of any wish or 
co lon of using its powers harshly or unjustly, but I 
rs cuse it of carelessness and indifference— in fact of a 
rem arg to the existing state of matters which is cer- 

to its credit. I am afraid a considerable num- 
tions Its members give little heed to many of the ques- 

. Put on the agenda papers, unless they are of a 


es or popular character, until they are brought up | 


he meetings, and then the i F 
y complain that they don’t 
pg them, or have not time to consider them, and 
| prepared to follow what, at the 
Seems the popular lead. 
me : I have failed to obtain justice from the 
= carry the’ question before a wider con- 
rao a ore the profession. I may be told that it 
on oe that makes the bye-laws. That is 
Council it is the profession that makes the 
on the histo ving this T am sorry to have to go back 
Dossible. Of the subject, but shall be as concise as 


Wh 
ree te 52 was passed in its present form the 
and Thave no € Council room was somewhat heated, 
It over and . oubt the then President was glad to get 
ne with ; and although it is neither very 


Clear nor ver 
ceiving its nA — there is no difficulty in per- 


e 
the vete 


men is as follows :—“ Students who enter 


ti 


entitling the holder to be registered as a medical student 
on June 30th, 1896.” 

The meaning of the Council evidently being that 
subsequent to the 30th June, 1896, the veterinary 
student should be required to pass a_ preliminary 
gave knowledge examination similar te that required 
| from the medical student, at that date. 

Now what has been the result? The General Medical 
Council has gone steadily on raising the standard of the 
examination required from the medical student until it is 
at last compelled tc stop. Atleast the examination com- 
mittee of that Conncil in presenting its report on the 
4th December last, indicate clearly the opinion that it 
would be inexpedient to think of raising the standard to 
any great extent for years tocome. The result to the 
veteriniry student, at least as far as Scotland is con- 
cerned, has been very similar—a raising of the standard 
of the examination. I have had it thrown in my teeth, 
in my efforts to obtain uniformity in the standard, that 
there were some 50 examinations in the United King- 
dom which were open to students and if they were 
not satisfied with one they could take another. As if 
students who have to work their way through College 
assisted by their own earnings could afford to go and 
take a M.A. or B.A. degree. Iam glad to say we have 
several in College at the present time able to give a good 
oe ae of themselves who have worked before the 
anvil. 

The fact is that 90 per cent. of veterinary students 
pass either the examination of the College of Preceptors, 
or that of the Educational Institute of Scotland. Owing 
to the unfortunate wording of the title of the latter 
examination in the list of Examining Bodies given in 
the Regulations of the General Medical Council for 
| 1896, in which it is styled, “ The Preliminary Medical 
| Examination,” the standard of that examination has 
been repeatedly raised to suit the requirements of that 
Council. And Scotch students having no other suitable 
examination have had to pass, and are still passing this 
examination. That is, they are passing the Preliminary 
Medical Examination qualifying them to register as 
medical students at the present teme. 

The examination of the College of Preceptors does not 
labour under this disability. In the title given to it in 
the regulations of the General Medical Council for 1896 
no reference is made to a preliminary medical exami- 
nation. Consequently there has been no necessity for 
the raising of itsstandard. And asa matter of fact the 
examination which was accepted by the General Medical 
Council in 1896 is not accepted now. At that time a 
second-class certificate, second division, was sufficient 
to qualify for medical registration. To-day, nothing 
less than a first-class will be accepted. There has, 
therefore, ceased that uniformity of standard in the 
preliminary examinations in England and _ Scotland 
which originally existed, and which the Council un- 
doubtedly meant to continue. We in Scotland there- 
fore assert that we have a claimant grievance and we 
demand that this grievance should be redressed. When 
I first brought the matter under the notice of the Coun- 
cil I proposed altering the bye-law in the sense in which 
it was obviously meant. 

On the 4th October, 1898, I proposed, in connection 
with bye- law 52, “That the examination of the Edu- 
cational Institute of Scotland, No. 50 in the first sche- 
dule, shall satisfy the requirements of the bye-law if 
held on the present standard by whatever name the 
examination may be called.” 

On the 7th July last I proposed that bye-law 52 be 
altered as follows :—-“‘ That students who enter the 
veterinary schools shall, prior to their first professional 
examination by the Royal yor of Veterinary Sur- 
geons, produce a certificate which would have entitled 
the holder to be registered as a medical student on June 


"Y schools shall, prior to their first profes- 
mination by the R. -V.S., produce a coilante 
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tion equivalent to an examination, the certificate of 
which would have been accepted then shall be accepted 
until this bye-law is altered or revoked.” 

The wording of the latter motion is somewhat invol- 
ved, and I certainly preferred the former as being the 
more simple and direct method of remedying the griev- 
ance. owever, both motions were rejected, and I 
was assailed from motions and unexpected quarters as 
attempting to lower the standard of the examination, 
both that my motions were retrograde, contrary to the 
spirit of the times, against the interests of the profession, 
and so on. 

As all I wanted was justice—was a uniform standard 
of preliminary examination in England and Scotland — 
I resolved to try another method. So at the last meet- 
ing of Council I moved that bye-law 52 be altered by 
the deletion of the words “on 30th June, 1896.” This 
alteration would have the effect of making “ our prelimi- 
nary examination the same as that required from the 
medical student, which at the present moment the exam- 
ination of the Educational Institute of Scotland is, 
although our students do not get credit for it. It would 
therefore make no actual difference in Scotland, but in 
England there would be this difference, that the second- 
class certificates of the College of Preceptors would no 
longer be accepted. Would you believe it, sir, the very 
same members of Council who opposed my former pro- 
—— with one honourable exception, also opposed this. 

here could not be any question of retrogression here. 
So refuge was taken in the report of the Finance Com- 
mittee, which showed that a loss of over £200 had 
occurred in the year’s working of the College business 
concern, and the Council was actually told that by 
accepting this motion it would so stiffen the entrance 
examination that in all probability there;would be a 
loss of £500 next year! All this, althdugh I have pre- 
viously and with a slow deliberation told the Council 
that it would not make one iota of ditference to the 
examination in Scotland. 

The result, at any rate, was that my motion was re- 
jected. 

I am sure, sir, it will scarcely be believed in the 
profession that the Council should have rejected these 
first proposals on the ground that they were retrogres- 
sive, and when a levelling up of the examination was 
proposed it should also have been rejected. 

It will very much surprise me if the sense of justice 
and fair play is not sufficiently strong in the profession 
to cause candidates for the Council at the approaching 
election to take the present anomalous position in con- 
nection with the preliminary examination into serious 
consideration, and if that is the case there is no doubt 
but the present unjust and iniquitous position into 
which we have been forced in Scotland will soon cease to 


exist. 
J. R. U. Dewar. 


THE RECENT EXAMINATIONS. 
Sir, 
I had not intended to say anything on the subject, but 
your report of the last Council meeting tempts me to 


0 so. 

My thanks are due to Mr. Locke for drawing attention 
to an undoubted grievance in the matter of the conduct 
of the examinations. The case of my son, a student in 
class B is even harder than that of the student referred 
to by Mr. Locke. He failed in two points only, in 
poe yarn having an excess of marks in both hysivlogy 
and stable management. I say unhesitatingly that in 
my opinion he has not had fair play. 

he President is reported to have said that “he was 
present every day at the examinations the whole of the 
day.” If by this he means to say that he was inthe 


* side only of the paper and authenticated by t blcation 
F 


examination room at the particular time when each stu- 
dent was being examined, I beg to say he was not in the 
room during any part of the time whilst my son was 
orally examined. Neither wasthere any other member 
of Council present, or in fact —- except the ex- 
aminers themselves, the two students being examined, 
the demonstrator of anatomy, and the “ bone room” man. 

Prof. Williams, with the courage which distinguishes 
him, put his finger on another blot, viz., examiners’ 
fads. It iscommon notoriety that certain examiners are 
cram full of fads, and that the students have to be 
posted upin them. If the President and the Council 
don’t know it, the professors and teachers at all the 
schools do. As far as this examination was concerned 
it was particularly unfortunate for some students that 
“Mr. Brown,” as Professor Williams puts it, had just 
gone to South Africa. Those students who had pre- 
pared themselves with answers to his fads, had to do 
what they could to learn somebody else’s in about a 
week, or take the consequences. 

I do not want to take up more of your space at 
present, but if necessary I can enlarge considerably on 


the subject.—-Believe me, yours faithfully, 
Litt. 


INVERTED UTERUS. 
ir, 


In reply to the request of the youthful M.R.C.V5. in 
The Record of 13th January, I suggest that he should 
read again my report of the case he alludes to. The 
after treatment was simple, as he will there see, and per 
haps did not come up to the amount of assistance which 
he seems to consider that nature requires, but the great 
lesson intended to,be conveyed was in the use 0 
anzesthetics. 

In Fleming’s “ Obstetrics” the accoucheur is recot: 
mended to partially aneesthetise the patient in_ cases of 
inverted uterus, but having had several cases of this ul 
wished-for eventuality in cows where I had tried the 
effect of total anesthesia with marked benefit, [ de 
cided to carry out the same treatment on the mare 10 
question. 

All the cases in cows, except one, recovered withou 
further treatment, save the removal of the sutures 
This latter case, a big, light-roan, shorthorn cow, 38° 
calved during the night out on a common, and —— 
dently had the uterus protruding for several hours, au" 
ing which time there were several degrees of frost. vl 
turned the womb, but now regret that [ did not amputa 
it asa more hopeful course of treatment. |). 

Regarding the antiseptic used, carbolic acid wf 
sedative to mucous membranes, I use it, plentifully ~ 
ted in warm water, to douche the uterus before return; 
but I would again impress upon my young reace™s 
the secret of success consists in the patient —. a 
dered completely incapable of to 
recovering from the effects of the ans etic for 
siderable time. J. H. 
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